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The University of Dayton

African-American Student Services

Vear in Review

SPRING 2000-First Edition

Civil Rights Tour

hy Tya Darden

■,

is now April and the 19992000 school year·is quickly approaching an end. The anxiety of finals is the
main concern for most students at this
time. Many professors are striving to
give one last exam before the final.
Student groups are trying to put
together last minute events to wrap up
the school year. Once ecstatic seniors
are realizing that this is the end of
undergraduate life as they know it and
the fear of starting a career is settling
in. The campus atmosphere is quite
active as students prepare for the
anxiety of the end of the year before
they are so privileged to go on vacations or make good money from
summer internships. Before we pack
up our suitcases to enjoy summer, we
must review the year and make an
assessment of our personal growth.
We must ask ourselves what goals
have we accomplished that we set out
to for this school year. What have we
done to enhance our minds, bodies,
and souls this year? Have we developed our personal relationships with
people as much as we wanted? Are our
grades still suffering or have we not

yet realized that we are students first?
Are we taking our responsibility of
financial independence or have we
been 'tricked' once again by GTE Visa?
Are we making mature decisions to
help us to grow into mature adults?
Has this year truly been successful
for us?
The primary purpose for one to
pursue a college education should be
to learn how to think and to prepare
oneself for the future. A personal
assessment of our growth will allow us
to prepare for next semester and
beyond. We should write down the
goals we didn't accomplish this school
year. W must view all of our past
mistakes as learning experiences that
contribute to our growth as individuals. Forget the mistakes of the past and
press on to the achievements of the
future . What will we do during the
summer and into the next school year
to ensure success? We must strive to
do better, think bigger, and challenge
ourselves more each year. Only then
will we be able to be happy,
successful individuals.

■couple

of weeks ago, UD had
its spring break. Many people wait in
excitement for this very short compact
week, so that they can kick back and
relax. They travel to all four comers
of the US, and even go abroad, but
hidden beneath all of the retreats to
relaxation lies a group of UD students
with a purpose for their break. These
UD students are the students who
participate in the Spring Break Outs.
These break outs are created through
campus ministries for students to
outreach to people by service and
learning different cultures. These
groups are dispersed from Illinois to
Mexico. One very special group took a
"tour of the south". This group
of 10, took a 15 passenger van to
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and
Georgia on a Civil Rights Tour. These
very brave souls were on a mission to
explore their culture, and for some ,
explore a new one. The group learned
about the African American struggle
for rights, culture, and also how to
sing the famous song "Whistle while
you twerk!" (don't worry you will
know it soon) . You don't have to
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CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR

(CONTINUED)

"The Civil Rights Tour was very fun
and it provided the humanistic
element of the Civil Rights Movement. The trip helped me connect
feeling to history I had only experienced intellectually. Consequently I
am encouraged to continue the
movement."
Natalie Butler

the BLACK
PERSPECTIVE
The Black Perspective is a University of Dayton
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Sicily Marshall
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Graduating Seniors

"The Civil Rights Tour was an awakening experience for me. I learned a
lot of information on African Americans and their fight for Civil Rights. It
was amazing, because many of the
events that took place in Black
History were deemed "of little importance" by publishers to include in our
take my word for it, here are a few
history books; it is rarely taught by
comments from the participants
our teachers. The Civil Rights Tour
themselves:
gave me the opportunity to gain
The tour participants were Terrance
knowledge on how fortunate we are
White, Owen McGinty, Erin McIntyre,
to be living in the "new millenium"
Nicolle Desalvo, Natalie Butler,
and not back in the 60's. That week
Nooriya Ham, Tya Darden, and
has given me a new outlook on life,
advisors Kathleen Henderson,
made me appreciate how far AfricanJohn Ralph
Americans have come, and has
encouraged me to take advantage of
"The Civil Rights Tour gave me a
the rights African Americans have
chance to step back, and analyze the
fought for over 40 years ago."
events that occurred that weren't told
Nooriya Ham
in history books. I also experienced a
lot of emotions that I will never forget!
"I am only one,
I encourage everyone to go
But still I am one.
on the Civil Rights Tour!"
I cannot do everything,
Terrance White
But still I can do something;
And because I cannot do everything
I will not refuse to do the something
that I can do ."
Edward Everett Hale
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OPINIONS •••••
The opinions included in this section are not necessarily the views of the Black Perspective staff.

Junior Gives
Freshman Advice
by Nooriya Ham

campus. Get involved in one of the
many organizations on campus. Go
out -and visit another campus if UD
lacks any activities that weekend. You
can always find a party at Wilberforce,
Miami, Sinclair, Central, Ohio or
Wright State. Find things to do in
Dayton like cosmic bowling, skating,
visit Jokers comedy club, or even take
a tour of the famous Wright Brothers
monuments or of the home of Paul
Laurence Dunbar. Take a road trip; go
and visit one of the 3C's (Cincinnati,
Columbus, and Cleveland). If all else
fails, do what Steve Birdine advised all
of us to do at the Colors of Leadership
Conference: "when there is nothing to
do, STUDY!" I would just like for all of
those complainers on this campus to
have a nice summer and return not
only with an open mind but also with
a positive attitude for the upcoming
school year.

For the past year, I seem to have
heard the same phrases repeatedly
from many of the first year students, "I
am so bored at UD" or "Dayton is such
a lame city; there's nothing to do
here." What were your reasons for
coming to college? Was it to receive a
quality education, or to party, spit
game, and stay out all night with your
friends? Let me give you a synopsis of
what my first-year at UD was like.
There were many weekends that went
by where there were no activities
planned on campus for the African
American students. My idea of a "fun"
weekend was renting a movie or going
up to Stuart (where the majority of
Black students lived) to chill on Friday
Then, on Saturday we would take the
BUS to the mall to shop or catch a
movie. We had a very limited amount
of Greeks on campus, so it wasn't
often that there were many parties. We
didn't have skating parties, step
by Cicely Marshall
shows, Day's in Dayton, or Apollo
Nights to enjoy. We had to be creative
It's hard being a mother in college
enough to make our own fun.
away from her child. Every day she has
Instead of complaining that there
to wonder if everything is okay back at
isn't anything to do , start planning
home where her child is staying. The
activities that you want to see on this
constant phone calls to home can run

College Mom Reflects
on Daily Struggles

a phone bill sky high. Sometimes, she
thinks she might be doing the wrong
thing because she has left her child
during the most precious times of his
life. She lays awake at night, missing
the touch of his soft, brown skin
against hers. One thing that goes
through her mind constantly is the
threat that the son she carried for 9
months may not recognize her when
she is able to go home during breaks.
Did she make the right choice? YES!
She is going to college to make a life
not only better for herself, but especially for her son. This is the RIGHT
decision. She must raise a son on her
own without the support of the father.
The fact that she is not there with him
breaks her heart. The photos she has
taken of him during various breaks
hang all around her room, and she
ALWAYS carries a picture of her pride
and joy in her purse. She looks at the
pictures frequently and wonders if he
grew another inch or said a new word.
She thinks of all of the other "firsts"
she has missed. However hard this
journey may be, she realizes that
obtaining a degree of higher education
will allow her to provide the best life
for herself and her young child.
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MOVIE CORNER •••••
by Knasarae Orr

final P11U11U11

Every now and then a movie comes along
that stays with you. Not because it has any
deep moral value or political statements, but
simply because it made you think. The
Matrix made you rethink every occasion of
deja vu. After you saw The Sixth Sense, every
time you got a cold chill you swore up and
down yo·u saw someone pass by out of the
comer of your eye. Once again, you'll get a
creepy sensation after you're comfortably
back in the privacy of your own home after
viewing Final Destination.
Scenario: Joe Blow (forgot his real name)
is on a class trip to Paris, when he gets a
premonition that the plane will explode.
During his fits of delusion in trying to escape
he and several others end up being kicked
off the flight . Of course, the plane explodes
and soon after all of the people who escaped
death begin dying in the order they would've
died had they been on the plane. Joe Blow
spends the rest of the movie t
decipher and beat Death's
My opinion: Talk a
suspense. This movi
of my seat, coverin
at the characters on
does an excellent job o
combination: an origina
script, talented actors, and a g
was worth every penny of my st
discount.
My rating: It had a nice beat,
and was easy to dan t .
and play the whole

Rgmag Myst Dia
Just can't decide wheth
huh? You want to go. It loo
ut
looks can be deceiving. It's a b ack movie, so
you want to support it, but . . .. .. . .yeah, I
know that routine all too well. But for me,
with Aaliyah being my favorite singer and
DMX's fine a .. .. , it was a definite go . And
I'm happy to report that I wasn't disappointed.
Scenario: Romeo (don't know his name
either) is the good seed in a bad family
locked in a Chinese prison. Aaliyah (I think
her name was Trish) is also the good seed
out of her many black sheep. Both characters belong to feuding mafia families who's
siblings get murdered. Romeo breaks from
prison to avenge the death of his brother.

He and Trish's chance meeting leads to a
forbidden alliance in their attempt to help
one another uncover the truth behind the
murders of their loved ones.
My opinion: I like Kung-Fu movies so all
the "hiyah!", roundhouses, and stuff were
on-point. I was praying Aaliyah could act,
and thank goodness she can. The plot and
pace of the movie was good. It was welldirected and I was a happy camper. However, I think I should give a few warnings. I
know the commercials portray OMX to be a
main character, but he's only in abou
minutes of the entire movie
pointed for fans sue
Aaliyah andJe
make av

one
at they want
, ey're probably spending a
ttle too much time on his side. But I
emembered by adolescent days of 21 Jump
Street and thought I'd give Johnny Depp a
little support since he's trying to make a
comeback. It was one of the biggest wastes
of $7. 75 (Atlanta's outrageous don't cha
think?) I've ever spent.
Scenario: Curious George (you see I'm
not feeling these names right?) is an antique
book appraiser/seller. He's cut-throat and
pretty much does whatever he has to to get
the book (for his client) or the profit (for
himse!O. One of his wealthiest clients sends
him on a wild-goose chase in order to
authenticate his book, supposedly
written by a man and Lucifer himself. There
are three books in existence and only one is
believed to be authentic. It is up to
George to compare his client's books against
the other two, which sends him halfway
around the world and a little too curious

for his own good.
My opinion: The writer of this script had
a decent idea, too bad he couldn't get it right
on-screen. The movie is confusing. When
Curious George figures out there really is
some devilish sh- going on he just jumps
on in. Would you be trying to let the devil
out?? And since when are devil's helpers
made to seem like heroes?? And why do
people always throw in sex when it isn't
needed? The end of the movie is nothing.
mean literally nothing. I mean I was sitting
re wondering "What the hell?" By the
e movie I wanted to stab everyone:
rs, the writer, even the ticket
·ng me eight bucks for trash.
I give negative scores??
sides it sucked?? No
e. It reminded me of
ther girl that's always singing
Must you constantly ride
ers?? Maybe you just
?? I give it a big fat

es about aliens. I like movies
e. I like sci-fi. I liked this movie.
nario: Buzz Lightyear (the black guy)
nd his crew travel to Mars on a mission to
see if there is chance to sustain life on the
planet. During the beginning of their stay
on the red planet they somehow call up a
violent force of nature that leaves only one
survivor (yes, the black guy lives). A year
later, Lieutenant Dan (from Forest Gump ,
remember??) and his crew attempt a rescue
mission. However, when they arrive on the
planet they discover not only Buzz (a little
nutty, but still alive) but clues that will lead
them to a startling discover about not only
life in space but on their own planet as well.
My opinion: You gotta be on that whole,
"life on other planets" kick to enjoy this
movie. I liked it. It had a good plot, good
actors. It was a little slow in one or two
parts but it was an overall very good movie
with a really good ending. Imagine my
disappointment when I had to sit through
The Ninth Gate the next night.
My rating: Nice sound, nice beat. But
you'd have to be in a certain mood to groove
to it. I give it an 8.
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CITY NIGHTS
by Tya Darden
This section is dedicated to those students that would like to get off campus once in a while and be a part of events
taking place in Dayton and surrounding areas. It contains recreational, educational, and cultural events/activities that may
interest black college students.

EVENT

DATE

LOCATION

Comedy show featuring D.L. HUGHLEY

April 21 & 22

Jokers Comedy Cafe

Baseball game "Dragons vs. Cedar Rapids"

April 30

Downtown -

new stadium

Gospel Play "A Mother's Prayer"
featuring Raven Simone

May 7

Downtown -

Memorial Hall

Cosmic Bowling

Every weekend

Bowlero

DCDC & Rhythm In Shoes

May6

Memorial Hall

THE SECOND ANNUAL UNITY WEEK CELEBRATION
by Tya Darden
Unity Week, an event to celebrate
cultural differences and unify the
campus community, began last year by
a group of students committed to
diversity. This year, several organizations (including SGA, BATU, CAB, etc)
will co - sponsor the event. Junior
business major Jumoke Fagbayi is one
of the steering committee members for

this event. "Our theme, Unity, and the
events sponsored within the week will
promote the interest of this Marianist
University and also follow our motto
'to learn, lead, and serve' the community." Several events will take place
throughout the week including
motivational speakers, a fest including
famous comedians (Mistro &

Zooman), bands, sports competitions,
etc. Unity Week will begin on Sunday,
April 9 th . Unity Week is dedicated to
the memory of two African American
athletes: Stacey Martin and Chris
Daniels.
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POETRY CORNER •••••

I Am Me
By Virginia Sinclair
In all the world, there is no one else exactly like me.
Everything that comes out of me is authentically mine
Because I alone chose it - I own everything about me
My body, my feelings, my mouth, my voice, - all of my actions ,
Whether they be to others or to myself - I won my fantasies, my successes,
All my failures and mistakes because I own all of me.
I can become intimately acquainted with me - by doing so I can love me
And be friendly with me in all my parts - I know there are aspects about Myself that puzzle me, and other aspects that I do not know
But as long as I am friendly and loving to myself, I can courageously
And hopefully look for solutions to the puzzles and for ways to find out more about me.
However I look and sound, whatever I say and do , and whatever I think and feel at a given moment in time is authentically me
If later some parts of how I looked, sounded, thought, and felt tum out to be unfitting, I can discard that which is unfitting, keep the
rest, and invent something new for that which I discarded - I can see, hear, feel, think, say, and do
I have the tools to survive, to be close to others, to be productive, and to make sense and order out of the world of people and things
outside of me

I own me and therefore I can engineer me - I am me and

I AM OKAY
By Tya Darden

Working Womans Evening Prayer

Frustrated Womans
Evening Prayer

Now I lay me down to sleep
I work all day, earn the keep.
If I'm what they call working dead
Lord please have my house clean and my kids fed .

Now I lay me down to sleep
The men I've encountered are not to keep
If I should ever find one that's true
Please help me to say, "I do."

Working Mans Evening Prayer

Students Evening Prayer

Now I lay me down to sleep
I'm tired, oh lord, please set me free
When I come home to my family
Please have my dinner waiting for me.

Now I lay me down to sleep
Every exam I sow what I reap
Even if I should make one more mistake
I pray, Lord, please help me to graduate.

Childs Evening Prayer
Now I lay me down to sleep
I wish someone would love me deep
If I should find this to come true
I'll pray every night to keep this love new.
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Congratulations to the Graduating Seniors
of the Class of 2000
.We wish you the best in all of your future endeavors!
Here's a couple of your quotes!
I'm outta here!
CieHa Fambrough
CAE
August 2000
My advice to the future graduates is that in order to succeed, always remember no matter where you are, who you are with, or what you are thinking, there is
no sex in the champagne room. Good luck in the future!
Natalie Butter
English Major
May2000
Iwanna give a shout out to all my graduating seniors! {CieHa, Natalie, Shalon, Keena, Shante, Dannie)
We comin out strong! We finally comin' out!
Love, J!tCICe, and super glo grease!
Bola Okunade
Mechanical Engineering
May 2000
I'm comin' out!
Big shout outs to the one and only Class of 2000! Best wishes in all you do. To my Skoochie crew, I hope that your last yeras here will be as wild as mine. I love
yall! Skooaochie! As for everyone else, See ya, wouldn't wanna be ya!
Peace,
Shalon
a.k.a.
Chocolate lhunda!
Marketi'!9._ Major
Aug. 2000
Hang_in there - it really does go fast...
PEACE!
April
Psycho!~ Major
May 2000
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SHOUT OuTs!!!!!
Shout out to Molasses! ......... .. .. ... ........... ....... ......... .... ....... ... .... .. ............ ................. ... ...... ..................... .. ............ Terrence
Shout Out to my roommates, Shalonda Clark,
and Natalie Butler cause her hair is the bomb!!!!!!!!!!!!! ............................................................... .. ................ ...... Cicely
Shout out to 0- Dog
Once you go black,
You never go back ............................................................................................................................................. Natalie
Hawaiian Head boctor Hassman ......................................................................................................... Ahmad UCONN
To the BATU EXEC BOARD,
You ladies have been great to work with ................................................................................................................. Tya
& to the Alphas $ the Q Dogs for following through

Chaunce ........ you betta give me back my tape! ...................................................................................................... Tya
Shout out to my hone Steve ........................... ...... ..................... ...... ............. ................................................... ... Malika
Shouts to the "Firm" I'll always have love for yall.
Bernard, Maury.Joi, Maria, & "Amelia". Muzzle
Infies get no love! ..... .......... ...................... ................. ........................... ...... ........ ............ ............... ...... ....... .......... Linda
,,
Shout Out to all the graduating seniors. I wish you the best
On all your future endeavors. May God Bless you!!!!!
To all my people from Cleveland!!!!! C-town! Big Baby!
Shout Out to winners of Step Up or Step OFF- A- PHI!. .
May God bless all those not returning next fall .. :.......................................................................................... Marquitta
Shout Out to my girl "Meeka." That BATU clique that always representin' us B.P. 's in a positive way .............. ... .. Ryan

